TUTORIAL SYNOPSIS

TRIP PLANNING for birders

is a tutorial aimed at a wide variety of birders, from beginner to fanatical
global lister. Most birders do some kind of birding trip whether it be local or international, and the techniques
I will teach you in this tutorial can be applied at any scale. I present my method of trip planning which uses a
combination of eBird, Google Maps, MS Excel and the free Scythebill listing program. Viewers are at liberty to
follow all my methods or just take on certain ones that work for them, but guaranteed, any birder will learn
new skills in this very informative and helpful tutorial. I introduce my method using a case study in which I
plan a trip to Northern California. Don’t worry if you have already been there or don’t plan to go, these skills
are applicable anywhere. The aim of this tutorial is to teach you how to come up with a birding itinerary that
maximises the number of lifers you will see. We will not be covering how to choose accommodation or any
other logistics.
This tutorial will cover:
- Creating target lists of birds.
- The most effective ways to search for lifers using Ebird.
- Creating site lists using Excel.
- How to find the best birding sites using Ebird and Google Maps.
- How to produce the best birding itinerary.

STAY TUNED!!!
My next tutorial will be on how to get kids into birding!
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ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR

CHARLEY HESSE
is a professional birdwatching guide who has been
leading tours for almost 14 years. Now based in
Thailand, he leads tours all over the world, but
specialises in Africa and Asia. British by birth, he has
spent past 20 years living in such exotic destinations as Ecuador, Japan and South Africa, but now
he calls Chiang Mai, Thailand home.
He has an honours degree in Zoology, specialising
in Animal Ecology, and a master’s degree in Conservation and Biodiversity. He has visited over 70
countries worldwide and travels extensively, often
finding himself among the top 5 world listers in any
given year. He is close to 7,000 life birds and has his
sights set firmly on this monumental landmark. On
tours, Charley loves to share his passion and
knowledge of birds with clients, and at home with
his 8 year-old son who has just past 500 life birds.
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